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West's Key Number Digest, Courtsii-26(1), 33, 123 to 158.1, 159, 161, 174.1 


Courts of limited or special jurisdiction are those which can take cognizance of only specified matters, including inferior 
or local state courts. 


Courts of limited or special jurisdiction are those which can take cognizance of specified matters only, | such as inferior courts,” 
exclusively criminal courts,” a court of claims,“ a chancery or equity court,” a small claims court,° a municipal court,’ a family 


court,® a juvenile court,” a probate court, ° a housing court, |! a workers' compensation court, !? or a justice court. !> Federal 
courts are courts of limited jurisdiction, having jurisdiction to hear cases authorized by the Federal Constitution or federal 


statutes. i 


A grant of power to a court of limited jurisdiction may be express or implied but is limited to that which is reasonably necessary 
to make the express power effective. Courts of limited jurisdiction may not use generally granted powers to inflate their 


jurisdiction beyond that bestowed. 1o 
When a court of general jurisdiction proceeds under a special statute it becomes a court of limited jurisdiction for the purpose 


of such proceeding and is limited to the authority given by the statute. n 
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Cases: 


Determining contested facts is for the trial courts, not courts of appeal. Matter of Elaine Emma Short Revocable Living Trust 
Agreement Dated July 17, 1984, 147 Haw. 456, 465 P.3d 903 (2020). 
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